LUDWIG   I   OF   BAVARIA

even the Emperor's very gifted brothers, could make headway
against him. It pained her not to be able to fulfil her brother's
expectations1: 'I see only too plainly from all you write that you
are counting too much upon my influence.

These struggles led to repeated differences of opinion between
the King and the Crown Prince, who poured out his heart to
Karoline Auguste. The Empress tried to mediate: 'Dear, good,
beloved, but rather hot-tempered Brother! Try to discover what
arouses violence in yourself, and then our father's anger will no
longer puzzle you. Though I am not as easily roused as you, I
myself often give way to this fault. I repeat that you should prove
to our father that he has no more true or loyal subject than your-
self . . . assure him of it on every occasion. ... It is a question
of ... winning your father's affection/1

As meetings between Max Joseph and his son had of late led to
stormy scenes, the King sought to avoid them. 'A discussion, my
dear Louis, would be an unpleasant affair for both of us. Believe
me, your old father will watch over your welfare and Bavaria's
as long as God grants him life: but once I am gone you will be
free to do as you like. Until such time remain quiet and trust . . .
my love for you/2

Karoline Auguste had also frequently to act as intermediary
between husband and wife. A beautiful singer frotii Italy,
Adelaide S., had recently appeared at the Munich Court theatre.
She was the daughter of a Cavalry General, and Luclwig had seen
her for the first time in one of Rossini's operas. Stendhal described
her as exquisitely beautiful although slightly deformed, as proud
as a Spanish grandee, with a classic head and a magnificent
contralto voice. The Crown Prince fell violently in love with her,
visited her repeatedly, and even wrote Italian sonnets to her.
The lovely singer was pleased to accept his attentions, but was
very reserved; on the night of 2gth January she answered
Ludwig's poems:

'I love you, but have never been in love,
Yet your loyal friend I am for ever more/

The affair became the talk of Munich and reached Thcrese's
ears. For the first time she reproached her husband gently, and
begged Karoline Auguste to speak to him on the subject. The

1 Karoline Auguste to Ludwig, Vienna, 28th January, 1819.   Munich H.A.
a King Max Joseph to Crown Prince Ludwig, 17th March, 1819.   Munich H.A.